WHITE LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES IN THE PANDEMIC
2021-2022
The White Lake Property Owners Association managed to carry out its functional duties in spite
of the continuance of the pandemic.
The Buoy program
Our lake is 22 square kms with 100 kms of rocky shoreline. The buoy program is essential for
the safe operation of powered vesels. Our WLPOA volunteer sets and retrieves over 40 marker
buoys every year. He also mends any that are damaged. This is a great service to the boating
community.
Lake Partners Program
The WLPOA Environmental Committee continued the work of sampling for the LPP (Lake
Partners Program). This involves collecting water samples, Secchi and temperature readings at
nine stations from mid May to mid October. In addition to the LPP program the Environmental
Committee augments the collecting of temperature and secchi data at the end of each month
from May to Sepember at all 9 stations.
Plankton & Algae Bloom Survey
A four metre vertical sample of plankton collected at deep water stations for each of the 20
sampling days allows us to monitor the cycles of phytoplankton and zebra mussel veligers.
Algal Bloom Watch
An intermittent Algal Bloom Watch continues throughout the ice-free months.
We note the increase in filamentous algal growth that occurs in early summer months.
We also track the occurence and duration of cyanbacterial blooms. When observed they are
reported. Blooms have become a regular occurence from mid-September through October.
Loon & Cormorant Watch
We use our sampling opportunities to record a count of loons and cormorants.
WHITE LAKE PHRAGMITES PROGRAM
WLPOA members have participated in an annual harvesting of phragmites on County Road 24.
This large cell poses a major risk to nearby wetlands on Lowney Lake and Pickerel Bay. With
assistance from Lanark County Publc Works the WLPOA community worked to curtail the
further spread of phragmites from 2017 to 2019. Although covid restrictions impinged on this
work since 2019, Lanark County adopted new management plans. They harvest and remove
phragmites at multiple times of the year using remote-control tracked machinery. In 2021 our
Aquatic Plant survey identified shoreline locations of native and invasive phragmites. Based on
this information control measures were tested on 2 lake-front phragmites cells in 2022. This
work formed the basis of 4 special reports prepared this year. (See below).

HOW WE USE THE DATA WE COLLECT
During the winter months we prepare reports for distribution to anyone taking an interest in
these things.
BULLETINS 2020-2021
Short bulletins have proven popular with our lake residents. In 2020-2021 the following
bulletins were posted:

2020-2021 Annual Water Quality Reports
These reports produced every year since 2015 form the heart of our work. They allow us to
characterize changes in the lake and compare them with previous years. We have been able to
follow the impact of zebra mussel on lake phosphorus, the relative influence of ground water
and a recent anomalous fluctuation in phosphorus levels. The latter is a possible effect from the
recent Gypsy Moth invasion.

Special Reports 2021-2022
In spite of the Covid pandemic we managed to report on several special topics:

White Lake Invasive Phragmites Reports 2022
Based on our Aquatic Plant Survey conducted in 2020 we now have a good idea where both
native and invasive phragmites can be found on our lake.This year we published four special
reports on our experience controlling phragmites cells in 2021 on two lakefront properties.

All of our reports are available for download on our website:

http://www.wlpp.ca

contact us at:
envwlpoa@gmail.com

