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         Friends of the Tay Watershed Association 

Annual General Meeting for 2016 
21 March, 2017 - 1:00 - 4:00 PM, 

Royal Canadian Legion, 26 Beckwith St., E., Perth 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
 
 
1. Welcome and confirmation of quorum 
 
A "meet and greet" welcome was held before the meeting with a membership 
table, displays, slide show and refreshments.  The slide show highlighted FoTW 
activities for the past year.  Attendees were welcomed by Board members who 
took opportunities to renew interest and talk about current programs and issues 
relating to the watershed. 
 
Attendees included Councillor Jim Graff from the Town of Perth and Councillor 
Jennifer Dixon from Tay Valley Township.  Also in attendance were Noelle 
Reeve, Planner for Tay Valley Township and representatives from Rideau Valley 
Conservation Authority and Parks Canada.  In total, approximately 45 people 
were in attendance. 
 
The meeting began with a welcome from David Taylor, President of the Friends 
of the Tay, who confirmed that the meeting had a quorum and commented that 
this was the 17th AGM for the Association.  David introduced members of the 
2016 Board and members of the Advisory Panel who were in attendance.  In 
particular, David mentioned the work of Colin Stephenson in completing the work 
to transfer FoTW's website and email address from "Tay River" to "Tay 
Watershed” which is a more accurate reflection of the organization.  He also 
thanked Annie Dalton for her work in updating the association’s branding.   
 
 
2.  Approval of Agenda  
 (Attachment #1) 
 Moved by Richard Schooley 
 Seconded by Carol Dillon 
 
3. Approval of 2015 AGM Minutes 
 
A motion to approve the Agenda and 2015 Minutes as presented was 
 Moved by Larry Bowen  
 Seconded by Karen Hunt   
 
4.  Presentation of the 2014 Financial Statements 
 (Attachment #2 - AGM Annual Report)  
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Treasurer Marion Letts presented a financial summary for 2016 and proposed 
budget for 2017.  She highlighted two grants (for the Tay Pathway Panel and 
Rocky Ramp dam replacement in Perth) which  inflated the amounts shown for 
2017.  Marion also explained that the administration costs for the organization 
are kept to a minimum, but that liability insurance of over a thousand dollars 
annually tends to inflate the amount. 
   
A motion to approve the 2017 budget was 
 Moved by David Kroetsch 
 Seconded by Larry Bowen   
 
 
5.  Proposed Program of Activities for 2017 
 (Attachment #3) 
 
Frank Roy presented the proposed program of activities for 2017.  He highlighted 
the building of a second "rocky ramp" in Perth as a measure to replace aging 
dams and ameliorate flooding of the small Tay River in the town. 
 
A motion to accept the proposed activities was    
 Moved by Judy Buehler 
 Seconded by Bill Jamieson 
 
A community member in attendance, Jim Ronson brought to the attention of the 
group his concern for the Blanding Turtle -- an endangered species that spends 
most of its lifespan on land.  Jim is concerned about proposed housing near 
Grant's Creek that may endanger Blanding Turtle habitat. He suggested that 
some attention to this be included in plans for 2017. 
 
 
6.  Presentation of Environmental Awards 
 
Judy Buehler made the following presentations: 
 
For "Contributions to the Tay Watershed" -  
Presented to Kidfish -- an annual Perth event that teaches youngsters how to fish  
The organizers of this event for the past 20 years were recognized:  Dan and 
Karen Sisty; and Kathy and Lannie Lowry.  In attendance to accept the award 
were Dan Sisty, Kathy and Lannie Lowry.   
 
The award for "Contribution to Water Resources at the Provincial, National or 
International level" was presented to the Lanark County Stewardship Council 
which has, despite reorganization, loss of funding and support, survived and 
thrived through the exceptional work of its volunteer members. 
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In the third award, for "Contribution to the General Environment", two 
organizations were recognized: the Mississippi-Madawaska Land Trust award 
was received by Bobby Clark, and the Lanark, Leeds and Grenville Health 
Unit/Dr. Paula Stewart – Nature 4 Life Program. 
 
David Taylor took the opportunity to express appreciation for our many 
partnerships and to thank our  sustaining members: Little Stream Bakery whose 
generous donation each year enables the Friends to present a scholarship each 
year;  Stor-N-Lock Perth who provide a storage locker free of charge for the 
Association's materials, tent, displays, etc.; Maximillian's Restaurant that has 
provided gift certificates for membership drives; The Factory for making its board 
room available at no cost for quarterly Board meetings; and the TD Friends of the 
Environment Foundation for its grant to our 2015 Watershed Discovery day.  
 
 
7.  Election & Appointments 
 (Attachments #4) 
 
The Board Slate, including President, for 2017 was introduced by Richard 
Schooley. 
A motion to accept the 2017 Board slate was 
 Moved by Richard Schooley 
 Seconded by Ralph Fish 
 
Appointment of the Advisory Panel was for information only and required no 
motion. 
 
Following the election and appointments, David Taylor spoke of the many years 
of dedication of Frank Roy, and his stepping down from the Executive and Board.  
Frank has been a long time active member who has held a number of key 
positions in the organization such as Treasurer and Vice President. Importantly, 
Frank has produced both the FoTW newsletter and Annual Report for many 
years.  Frank has agreed to remain with the organization on the Advisory Board. 
David presented Frank with a liquid honorarium in appreciation of his many years 
of service. 
 
The meeting concluded with a draw of new and renewed memberships for 2017. 
The gift certificate for Maximillian's Restaurant was won by Jim Ronson. 
 
 
8. Motion to Adjourn the Annual General Meeting  
 Moved by Colin Stephenson 
 Seconded by Richard Schooley 
 
9. Presentations 
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Following the business portion of the AGM, the second portion included 
presentations from:  
 Parks Canada about the rebuilding of the dam at Bolingbroke 
 Update on Source Water Protection 
 Water quality testing by RVCA in the Tay watershed. 
 
 
The presentation from Parks Canada included the history of the dam at 
Bolingbroke and the results of archaeological investigations of the site. It was 
explained that the site of he new dam would be positioned so as not to interfere 
with the integrity of the historical site.  The details of the presentation are 
included in Attachment #5.  Because of some permissions yet to be obtained 
(such as the purchase of land for road access to the site) and ecological factors 
that limit when construction can take place (e.g., fish spawning) Michael McLay, 
Project Manager for the Bobs Lake Dam reconstruciton, estimated that 
construction would not begin until 2018.  He assured the audience that current 
water levels would be maintained during construction.   
  
Carol Dillon presented an update on the Source Water Protection program.  She 
reviewed the steps that have been accomplished in the 15 year history of the 
program, and that it is now in the implementation phase.  She also reminded 
people that this particular program only refers to the protection of municipal water 
supplies and the need for rural water users to be vigilant in protecting their 
personal water sources. 
 
Sarah Macleod, Resource Technician at Rideau Valley Conservation Authority 
gave a fact-filled account of water testing in the Tay watershed.  Using slides, 
charts and the results of many years of water quality testing, she presented the 
myriad of facts and figures which will shortly be accessible on the RVCA website.  
Her thorough presentation assures residents that the state of the water is well 
researched and understood. 
  
 
President, David Taylor closed the meeting with comments on the status of 
programs and general assistance presently available for the care of the 
watershed, the current challenges, including climate change, and the growing 
importance of protection of wetlands, as reservoirs and cleaners of water. He 
urged lawmakers, particularly at the provincial and municipal levels to be 
cognizant of this important role and to consider it when making decisions. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:45. 
 
 
 
 

List of Attachments 
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Attachment #1 Agenda AGM March 21, 2017 
 
Attachment #2 AGM Annual Report including Financial Statements  
 
Attachment #3 Proposed Program Activities for 2017 
 
Attachment #4 Board Slate for 2017 & Advisory Panel for 2017 
 
Attachment #5 Slides for Parks Canada presentation 
 
 


